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Faculty / Institute Faculty of Economic and Administrative Sciences

Department Department of Political Science and International Relations

Course Code SUI 213

Course title Turkish Foreign Policy

Instructional Language Turkish

Programs that can take the course
Must course for the Department of Political Science and International Relations. Elective 

course for other departments

Course Type Must course

Course Level Undergraduate

ECTS Credit 6

Prerequisites None

Course Content
This course is an introductory course to Turkish foreign policy and it examines Turkish 

foreign policy since 1919.

The Aim of the Course

The main aim of this course is to examine the fundamentals of Turkish Foreign Policy from 

the National Liberation Movement era until today. In doing that, chronologically, it is aimed 

to analyze the evolution of Turkish foreign policy in parallel with the evolution of the 

international system. Moreover, it is targeted to examine the foreign policy 

implementation of decision makers. 

Course Outcomes

The expected outcomes of this course are as follows: (1) Informing the students on the 

implementation of Turkish foreign policy; (2) perceiving the place and role of Turkey in 

international system; (3) evaluating causality in historical incidents of Turkish foreign policy.

Textbook and / or References

Baskın Oran (ed.), Türk Dış Politikası: Kurtuluş Savaşı’ndan Bugüne Olgular, Belgeler, 

Yorumlar, Cilt I: 1919-1980, (İstanbul: İletişim Yayınları, 2001); Baskın Oran (ed.), Türk Dış 

Politikası: Kurtuluş Savaşı’ndan Bugüne Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar, Cilt II: 1980-2002, 

(İstanbul: İletişim Yayınları, 2003); Baskın Oran(ed.), Türk Dış Politikası: Kurtuluş 

Savaşı’ndan Bugüne Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar, Cilt III: 2001-2012, (İstanbul: İletişim 

Yayınları, 2013); Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International Relations, 

Legality and Global Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017.

Evaluation Criteria Percentage

Attendance 10

Lab None

Application None

Field Study None

Homework Weekly Readings

Presentations None

Projects None

Seminar None

Midterm Exams 40

Quiz 10

Final 40

Total 100

Course Plan Subjects to Be Discussed 

1. Week
Introduction: Mustafa Serdar Palabıyık, "Uluslararası Sistemde Türkiye", Şaban Kardaş ve Ali 

Balcı (der.), Uluslararası İlişkilere Giriş, (İstanbul: Küre Yayınları, 2014), 57-71

2. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy between 1919 and 1945 (1): General characteristics of the period, 

foreign policy implementations during National Liberation and early Republican period: Nur 

Bilge Criss, “Turkey’s Foreign Policies During the Interwar Period (1923-1939)”, in Pınar 

Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International Relations, Legality and Global 

Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, pp. 17-38;  William Hale, Turkish 

Foreign Policy since 1774, London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 31-55.

3. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy between 1919 and 1945 (2): Early Republican foreign policy of 

Turkey and Turkish Foreign Policy during the World War II: Baskın Oran (ed.), Türk Dış 

Politikası: Kurtuluş Savaşı’ndan Bugüne Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar, Cilt I: 1919-1980, 

(İstanbul: İletişim Yayınları, 2001), ss. 387-475; William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy since 

1774, London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 56-77.



4. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy between 1945 and1960: general characteristics of the period, 

Relations with the USSR, Greece, the Middle East and the US: Ali Balcı, Türkiye Dış 

Politikası: İlkeler, Aktörler, Uygulamalar, İstanbul: Etkileşim Yayınları, 2013, 79-104; William 

Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy since 1774, London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 78-103.

5. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy between 1960 and 1980: Multiplication of decision-makers in Turkish 

foreign policy and multi-lateral diplomacy experience: Baskın Oran (ed.), Türk Dış Politikası: 

Kurtuluş Savaşı’ndan Bugüne Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar, Cilt I: 1919-1980, (İstanbul: 

İletişim Yayınları, 2001), ss. 655-715; William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy since 1774, 

London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 79-103.

6. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy between 1980 and 1990: General characteristics of the period, 

Turkish foreign policy from the 1980 coup d'etat to the end of World War II:  William 

Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy since 1774, London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 79-103; 

Ali Balcı, Türkiye Dış Politikası: İlkeler, Aktörler, Uygulamalar (İstanbul: Etkileşim, 2013), 

ss. 157-182.

7. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy between 1990 and 2002 (1): General characteristics of the period, 

Relations with the US, NATO and EU: William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy since 1774, 

London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 158-193; Ali Balcı, Türkiye Dış Politikası: İlkeler, 

Aktörler, Uygulamalar (İstanbul: Etkileşim, 2013), ss. 183-256.

8. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy between 1990 and 2002 (2): Relations with Caucasia and Central 

Asia, Greece, the Middle East, Russia and the Balkans: William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy 

since 1774, London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 194-248; Ali Balcı, Türkiye Dış 

Politikası: İlkeler, Aktörler, Uygulamalar (İstanbul: Etkileşim, 2013), ss. 183-256.

9. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy after 2002 (1): General characteristics of the period, Relations with 

the US and Russia: Didem Ekinci, “Russia-Turkey Relations (1991-2016): Diverging Interests 

and Compelling Realities”, in Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International 

Relations, Legality and Global Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 151-

172; Ayşe Ömür Atmaca, “Turkey-US Relations (2009-2016): A Troubled Partnership in a 

Troubled World”, in Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International Relations, 

Legality and Global Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 63-82

10. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy after 2002 (2): Relations with the EU, the Middle East and Africa: 

Funda Keskin Ata, “EU-Turkey Relations (1999-2016): Conditionality At Work?”, in Pınar 

Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International Relations, Legality and Global 

Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 105-128; Defne Günay, “The 

Roles Turkey Played in the Middle East (2002-2016)”, in Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish 

Foreign Policy: International Relations, Legality and Global Reach, London and New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 195-216; Volkan İpek, “Turkey’s Foreign Policy towards Sub-

Saharan Africa”, in in Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International 

Relations, Legality and Global Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 217-

236.

11. Week

Turkish Foreign Policy after 2002 (3): Relations with the Balkans, Greece, Cyprus and the 

Far East:  Birgül Demirtaş, “Reconsidering Turkey’s Balkan Ties: Opportunities and 

Limitations”, in Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International Relations, 

Legality and Global Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 129-150; 

Bahadır Pehlivantürk, “East Asia in Turkish Foreign Policy: Turkey as a Global Power?”, in 

Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy: International Relations, Legality and 

Global Reach, London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 259-279; Pınar Gözen 

Ercan, “The Cyprus Question: At an Impasse for Too Long”, in Pınar Gözen Ercan (ed.), 

Turkish Foreign Policy: International Relations, Legality and Global Reach, London and 

New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, 321-342.

12. Week General Evaluation of Turkish Foreign Policy


