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take the course
Must course for Department of Political Science and International Relations Students of other departments can take as an elective course

Course Type Must

Course Level B.A.

ECTS Credit 6

Prerequisites None

Course Content
International organizations are one of the most important actors in the current international system.

This course analyses their evolution, theoretical framework and fundamental international and regional organisations.

The Aim of the 

Course

This course aims to provide an introduction to the study of international organizations. First of all, it will try to discuss why, how and by

whom international organizations have been established since the 19th century. It will then provide analysis of some of the most important

international organizations. The course will also focus on Turkey’s relations with the main international organizations.

Course Outcomes

At the end of the course students are expected to:

-explain the historical evolution of IOs,

-analyse the IO's according to IR theories,

-comment on the main international organisations,

-explain the basic regional organisations,

-discuss the relevance of international organisations in contemporary world

Textbook and / or 

References

Margaret P. Karns, Karen A. Mingst and Kendall W. Stiles, International Organizations, The Politics and Processes of Global Governance, 3rd 

edition, Boulder, Lynne Rienner, 2015. 

Evaluation Criteria

Attendance 20%

Lab None

Application None

Field Study None



Homework weekly reading assignments

Presentations none

Projects none

Seminar None

Midterm Exams 30

Quiz 15

Final 35

Total 100

Course Plan Subjects to Be Discussed 

1. Week Introduction

2. Week
Defining, explaining and understanding international organizations. Concept of global governance, actors of global governance. Margaret P. 

Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations, p. 1-41.

3. Week
Theoretical explanations of global governance and international organizations. Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International 

Organizations, p. 43-73.

4. Week Historical evolution of international organizations. Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations, p. 75-108.

5. Week United Nations: Organs, Functions, Debates on Reform. Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations, p. 109-160.

6. Week
Regional organizations I: Concept of Regionalism, European Union, NATO and OSCE. Margaret P. Karns

 and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations, p.  161-195. 

7. Week

Regional Organizations III: American and Asian Organizations. Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, 

International Organizations, p.  195-220.  Syed Farooq HASNAT and Zamurrad AWAN, “Shanghai

 Cooperation as a Platform for  Regional Understanding: Its Economic, Political and Security Potential”, 

Perceptions , Vol. 21, No 2, 2016, p. 83-100.

8. Week African and Middle Eastern Organizations. Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations, p. 220-238.  

9. Week
Non-State Actors in the International System: NGO’s and social movements. Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International

Organizations, p.  239-278. 

10. Week
Role of international organizations in international peace&security and protection human rights. Margaret P. Karns

 and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations, p.  279-322, 475-527. 

11. Week
Role of international organizations in economic governance and protection of environmental rights. Karns and Mingst, International 

Organizations, p.  379-412, p. 536-572.



12. Week Simulation, overview and dilemmas of global governance. Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations, p.  573-592.


